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Language and Beyond
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2019 Chinese Innovation Forum

���Ya-Ching Hsu-Kelkis
Chinese American International School

y_hsu-kelkis@cais.org

Objectives:

1. Apply brain research supported strategies to create 
purposeful learning activities that enhance retention.

2. Plan and implement a series of learning tasks to support 
students becoming independent learners
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Schlechty’s Five Levels of Classroom Engagement 
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Rebellion

❖ Diverted Attention    
❖ No commitment
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Retreatism

❖ No Attention    
❖ No commitment
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Ritual Compliance
❖ Low Attention    
❖ Low commitment
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Strategies Compliance
❖ High Attention    
❖ Low commitment
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Authentic Engagement

❖ High Attention    
❖ High Commitment
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Ritual Compliance Strategic compliance

Retreatism

Authentic 
Engagement

1 32 The Highly Engaged Classroom

The Well-Managed Classroom
The Pathological  Classroom

Rebellion
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“Educators are in the only profession 
whose job is to change the human brain 

every day.”
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“A mind for numbers” by Barbara Oakley
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● �	����'&! (Myelin Sheath)
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That Fire Together Wire Together �
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Vestibulum congue 
tempus

Lorem ipsum

Vestibulum congue 
tempus

Lorem ipsum
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No one teaching 
method is best!
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Translated from “ How the Brain learn” 48
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1. �
'*Teacher talk
2.  !Research
3. �����Cooperative 

learning groups
4. +)Reading
5. �"Computer
6. �&��Journal writing

7.  ���'Guest speakers
8.   ��Videos, movies
9.  ��Reflection time
10. �	����Jigsaw 
11. %(Discussion groups
12. $#��&��

Role-play & Simulation
13.  �����Instructional 

games
14.  �� recallTranslated from “ How the Brain learn” 49
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58“25 Quick formative assessments for a differentiated classroom”
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